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! COOK HINA riC/ N AND policy APPROVAL Of COVE 8 T CP PR A TXONS 

NSC Declassification/Release Instructions on File 


A, Historical EvnUitloa 

■»«»<»» •»'«<* rt' - -ire® r. «#•■» WiMMl. 

i . 1 hi>i first formal authority for wh tt is oo *r < ailed t. overt «ct inn”' 

its the post? World War H arm w*i th« National Secs rift- Count- '.l {N ; Cl 

dir ecUve NSC 4- A, which wti approved on <9 Dtewabtr P/4?., W -thout 
•labor* ting coordination procedures, it dir at tad ilt Dirac • .: *ntr *1 

Intelligence to undertake covert aetlois and to snsu re that the *- a suiting 
operations were consistent with U. S. policy. The DQ vs* c> u*«f« 
through liaison with State and D«(cnii that operations war* consistent 
with 0„ £. policy. 

NSC 4-A was refined and super sadad by the Issuance on IB June 
C?48 of » naw NSC directive, NSC 10/2. This defined more clamrly the 
*lm* and methods of corirt actio®, and spelled out with more precision 
the procedure* for ensuring that covert operations conducted under it 
way* con* latent with U.&. foreign and military jwHcUi, ”D« signaled 
*• epr # a anfca tlv * a " of tha Secretaries of State and Defann* comprised th« 
"Senior Ceaittluati, M or "10/2 Panel, " which included cl-/IUao repre* 

of State and Da f ana a and a military representative of the JSC. 
The** .Senior Consultant* mat with tha Assistant Dirac tor f.>r Policy 
Coordination, the CIA office responsible at that time for planning and 
conducting covert operations, and rariawad proposad new cover? project® 
1b b* s:e»nd«cl*d by CIA. 

L h9C 1 0/2 was further rafinad and superseded by too issuance 
on 2 1 October 1951 of NSC directive NSC 10/5, This new di r «cti v * 
*utH«ri*«d an •xpsn«lsi( of world-wide covert o p>« ration* and changed 
poliv y feocrdinstloa procedures. Tha Psychological Strategy Board, 
which had La* a established on 4 April 1951, eras charged with deter mining 
the "desirability and feasibility" of p ropes sad covert program* and major 
covert projects- A new and expanded 'TO/ 5 Panat ' w*» established, com* 
prlalog tha members of tha earlier 10/2 Panel 'but adding staff repre- 
sentatives of the Psychological Strategy Board (PIS), It functioned much 
as the 10/? Panel h«»4, but tha resulting procedures proved cemtariom* 
*«d pet ant I ally insecure. Accordingly, whan the P$B was replaced by 
the Opar»Con* Coordination Board (OCB) on 2 Sept # ml»a r 195 J, roordioa • 
tion of covert op* ration* r avert ad to a ataslUr group Identic*! »it.H the 
former It 1 /.?. Penal, without OCB staff participation.’ 

4, 1 a* re subsequently was soma ratrogr*»?>iU--o t-m* .ro. A* broader 

10; 5 p*t**l principle. On 3 5 March J95d, tha Issuance of n-SC 54x 2, which 
superseded NRC 10/5, required that tha DCS consult with ?h« OC R and with 
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Tk« * 1 «p <SmU wltk ferns#* requiting u> Us* Special 

Group: wb«r* tbmia I® fe#»d for a »*w polt-if d»t# rmloatida or tc 
th* prevlou* policy decision# 5 whoa dovolop raont » &t ehaage* *r* tuck »i 
to make tb« suhtoet a matter for r«>«nmiMt)oA by the Group $ *ad if 
spec 1/lcs.Uy required by the Special Qrotjp ias it* approval ol th* program 
or ftetWlty. 
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&t*r**« of fcfyw Budjtlt 


%, B •■«*«*»* of fj»# j«dgro*ci» fco budget fo* «.;ortt rt 

<»•{»* y*kt<«a», £ur»ft« of the Budget f BOB) officU.v * v | MM . 
lira#® au««<l of the Spot tot Oreutp {or 303 Capiat*) %tv& 

t>*rticfp».t>«. to rev-tow titcaitioni. For uncart ,p!#„ *t * 

of the Speci al Oroup on 1 l 19^3, resulted oy BO 

BOS t»a ? tic {pent u were Mtiirtv Gorrioa, St**? * t Harrwja, nod Araory 
T*',^ mirmta * of tti# meetittg reflect t*mfc the 'bOB af/trtUh p*rtmp*t« 
tn dt«*cu*»l<->c* coacoriiiiij; covert actioa program* *.,'v4 s> •■• t ; « iu « * 
in, «* .*.h *r** of the world, They h.**.rd the A^nef'* or* ***•.**« cm* 
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